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Abstract: Leicester. located in the English Midlands. is well known as one of Britain's 
representative multi-ethnic cities. According to the 2011 Census. the population of 
Leicester is approximately 330,000. In terms of ethnicity, white people who identified 
as British comprised 45.1 per cent while ethnic minorities numbered around 46.1 per 
cent. In terms of religion, the proportion of people identifying themselves as Christian 
was 32.4 per cent, while the combined population of Hindus, Muslims and Sikhs was 
38.2 per cent. Since my sabbatical in 2001. I have visited Leicester city regularly, and 
have conducted research into its history and culture from the end of the Second 
World War to the present day. Also, I have published the'Memory and Narrative 
Series'of biographies (Part One: Nos.1-9 and Part Two: No.l), which consist of 
booklets illustrating the individual life stories of Leicester residents, based on 
interviews which I collected as part of my research. In the first part of this paper, I 
wil describe how I came upon the theme of my research, and how I have pursued 
my research interests. In the next part. I will explain why and how I started to 
publish the'Memory and Narrative Series・. and give an overview of the series format 
as well as an example of one personal narrative. In conclusion, I wil comment briefly 
on future research. 
Keywords: Leicester, multi-ethnic city, Memory and Narrative Series. personal 
narrative, life story, ethnicity, religion. 
Introduction 
The city of Leicester. located in the Midlands of England, is well known as one of the 
most ethnically diverse cities in the UK. in fact in Europe. The Census of 20ll 1 established 
the population of Leicester to be approximately 330,000. According to the demarcations of 
ethnicity used by the census. individuals who classified themselves as'white'constituted 
54.9 per cent of the population, with those defining themselves as South Asian (i.e. Indian, 
Pakistani and Bangladeshi) numbering 35.8 per cent. and those who identified as black (i.e. 
Caribbean and African) constituting 6.3 per cent. There were 93. 335 residents of Indian 
origin. making up 28.3 per cent of the city's population. However, white people who 
identified as'British'(as opposed to'non-British') comprised 45.1 per cent -less than half of 
the population of the city -while ethnic minorities numbered around 46.1 per cent of the 
population. Moreover, the proportion of people identifying themselves as℃hristian'(which 
included the majority of white respondents, including immigrants) was 32.4 per cent of the 
population. Meanwhile, the combined population of Hindus, Muslims and Sikhs was 38.2 per 
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cent. exceeding the number identifying as Christian. The proportion of people who classified 
themselves as'non-religious・ was 23 per cent: an increase on the number in the previous 
Census. 
The changes seen in Leicester did not begin recently. A succession of significant social 
shifts has taken place over the seventy years between the Second World War and the 
present day, resulting in a transformation from what might be termed a'white society'to a 
'multi-ethnic. multi-faith society・. In response to these changes. multicultural policies started 
to be introduced on a citywide level from the late 1970s onwards. and in 1986 the Leicester 
Council of Faiths was established under the umbrella of Leicester City Council. 
encompassing a number of religious organisations in its membership.2 
Since my sabbatical in 2001. I have visited Leicester regularly. and have continued my 
research into and study of the history and the culture of the city since the Second World 
War. I have also published a'Memory and :-.Tarative Series・ 3: a selection of booklets which 
illustrate the individual life stories of Leicester residents. and which are based on interviews 
conducted as part of my research. The series has been reviewed by the Leicestershire 
Historian, published by the Leicestershire Archaeological and Historical Society. as well as 
featuring in the℃urrent British Work'section of Oral History, the journal of the Oral 
History Society in the UK. and in reviews appearing in the present publication, Sundai 
Shigaku (Sundai Historical Review).4 Many helpful comments and questions have 
subsequently been sent to the author. 
Contemplating these responses, I became acutely aware of the necessity to reflect on 
my research into multi-ethnic Leicester. I thought about my reasons and motivation for 
starting the research. the methodology of my research and its process. my reasons for 
publishing the'Memory and Narrative Series・. and the format of the series itself. In addition. 
I wanted to respond to the questions and comments which readers had offered regarding 
my research. 
In this paper. I will reflect on my study of Leicester. I wil remark first of al on how I 
came upon the theme of my research. and about the seeming peculiarity of being a Japanese 
researcher in the field. and how I began pursuing my research interests. Later. I will explain 
why and how I started to publish the'Memory and Narrative Series・. These are not 
academic papers. but a series of publications containing edited research materials. Finally, I 
will give an overview of the series format. and will present an example of the personal 
narrative. featured in the first booklet. that of Mrs. Elvy Morton. In conclusion. I will briefly 
mention topics for future study. I would like to respond to questions and comments from 
reviewers of the publication on another occasion in the near future. 
I. My Interest in the History of Multi-ethnic Leicester 
1. How I became interested in Leicester 
My encounter with the multi-ethnic city of Leicester goes back to 1979, when I first 
visited Britain. During my stay, I visited this city on a day trip. and a man I met told me. by 
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chance. that there were many people with family roots in India living in the city, and that 
they numbered around twenty per cent of its total population. After that, I had the 
opportunity to visit Leicester on a number of occasions during the 1990s. On one occasion, 
two Japanese Ph.D students who were then studying at the University of Leicester took me 
to the Belgrave district,5 which is about thirty minutes'walk north-east from the centre of 
Leicester. This is where many people of Indian heritage live, and I stil vividly remember 
my impression of that day. When we walked along the street we saw Indian sari shops, 
jewellery shops, restaurants, sweet shops, hardware shops, bookshops and banks on both 
sides. Almost al the local population were white until about 1965. However, after a big 
influx of Indian immigrants from East Africa in the late 1960s and early 1970s, the area 
underwent a massive transformation into a'Hindu/Gujarat area, and became known as'Mini 
Gujarat'or the'Golden Mile', because there are so many Indian shops here, including many 
jewellers. In 1983, Hindus started to celebrate Diwali, the'Festival of Lights', there. This 
now happens on a massive scale. and has become one of Leicester's key festivals. 
I came to Leicester as a visiting scholar between April 2001 and March 2002, based at 
the Centre for Urban History at the University of Leicester. During this stay, I had five 
major experiences which changed the course of my research career.6 Since it was my first 
opportunity to spend a whole year in Britain, I wanted to experience al four seasons and al 
the festivals on the Christian Calendar. However, after・ several unexpected events. I was 
drawn into the world of multi-ethnic, multi-faith Leicester. I learned that the residents of 
Leicester celebrate not only Christian festivals, but also festivals associated with Hinduism, 
Islam. Sikhism and other faiths. Particularly memorable for me at that time were festivals 
such as the Leicester Caribbean Carnival, Navratri, Diwali, Vaisakhi and Guru Nanak's 
Birthday.7 
When I heard of the 9/11 terrorist attacks in the United States on the television and in 
the papers, I was greatly concerned for the wellbeing of the Muslims who lived in Leicester, 
and started to visit mosques. I was told that the Highfields district8 was'dangerous'and 
many Muslims, along with other immigrants, lived in the area. However, I very much 
wanted to see it for myself. When I was looking at one mosque in heavy rain one day, a 
Muslim man came and said.'if you want to to see the Salah (prayer), you can come inside'. 
This was the beginning of my interest in Islam. While I was there, a white believer even 
gave me a pocket Koran in English. After the service. I returned to my flat. When I 
switched on the television to watch the news, I saw a headline reporting the US bombing of 
Afghanistan. 
The Highfields district, which is located behind Leicester Railway Station, is known as 
one of the major immigrant districts in Leicester. In those days, there were Indians, 
Pakistanis, Bagladeshis, as well as a number of other nationalities living there. There was a 
large Muslim population, and a number of mosques. When the 2001 Census was conducted,9 
the Muslim population in Leicester was around 31.000: over eleven per cent of the total 
population. In the 2011 Census, ten years later, there were more than 61,000 Muslims: 18.6 
per cent of the total population. They now exceeded the Hindu population, which was 
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approximately 50,000, or 15.2 per cent of the total population. Apart from a significant 
migration of Muslims from Northern parts of England, one of the reasons for the growth in 
Leicester's Muslim population was a large influx of Somali Muslims who arrived around that 
time.to The major festival of Eid al-Fitr. which celebrates the end of Ramadan, is held in the 
mosques and the parks in the district. 
Then, during the early October of my sabbatical, just after the new academic year had 
begun, I was suddenly admitted to the Royal Infirmary for an emergency appendix 
operation. I found people from al over the world working in the hospital -doctors, nurses, 
carers and cleaners from Africa, the Caribbean, India, China, and the Philippines, as well as 
British-born people and European immigrants. My own doctor was an Indian. I caught a 
glimpse of a great multi-ethnic, multi-faith city from the hospital room I was stayng in. 
When I met the doctors, nurses, carers, cleaners and other patients. they began to relate 
their life stories to me very frankly and often without any prompting, and I became greatly 
interested in them. For example, one Indian nurse said to me, ・ram from Nairobi. Kenya. 
My parents-did not like the cold weather in England. so they returned to India. My brother 
and I are here'. When I heard this story, a simple question came to my mind:'She is Indian -
so why did she come here from Africa. and not from India?'These early conversations 
strengthened my interest in these people, and I decided to start interviewing them. The 
first person I interviewed was my Scottish landlord, who was very kind to me and who 
lived on the first floor of the building where I rented a flat. He was born near Glasgow. His 
father was from Scotland and his mother was Irish. 
I also attended a course at Vaughan College, Leicester, uniquely entitled'Multi-Cultural 
Mosaic: An Introduction to the Communities of Leicester'. It was run by the Workers' 
Educational Association in co-operation with Leicester Adult Education College from 
October to December. The lecturer was from Pakistan, and the course consisted of ten 
lessons. The first five lessons were held in the classroom, and the other five involved visiting 
Hindu and Sikh temples, a mosque, two synagogues, a Jain temple, and other religious 
places. In each location, we were met by the priests (Rabbis, Imams etc.) and staf, heard 
about the respective religions, and had question-and-answer sessions. It was fascinating to 
be able to talk to the worshippers and to be able to. see these religious buildings from the 
inside, because normally we only see them from the outside. Moreover, I was able to take 
photographs, and at the end of the course I put on an exhibition. 
I was surprised to discover that, according to the 2001 Census. over thirty-five per cent 
of Leicester's population were from ethnic minority groups. This was a very different 
situation from the fairly homogenous society of my own home country, Japan. The issue of 
multiculturalism seemed to me to be a pressing issue for the Japanese, since Japan may 
itself become a more multicultural society in the future. I felt that the Japanese could learn 
a lot of from the experiences not only of people in Leicester but also people in Britain more 
widely. 
I subsequently developed an academic interest in the history of multi-ethnic Britain 
from the end of World War I onwards, focusing particularly on Leicester, with its national 
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and international reputation for being a beacon of a tolerant. multicultural Britain and a 
model of good race relations. 
2. How I established my research in Leicester 
As time went on, I began to broaden my experience of multicultural Leicester. and 
started to visit various institutions: community centres. schools, factories, hospitals (with 
multi-faith prayer rooms). cemeteries (including Islamic cemeteries), pubs (including 
Indian pubs). museums (such as Sikh museums). council ofices. housing for immigrants, 
and other places. I also attended ethnic, religious and multicultural events. I followed the 
advice of Dr. Valerie.¥farett. who during one interview impressed on me the importance of 
site v1s1ts.'" 
After my sabbatical. I returned to Japan and started to subscribe to the local 
newspaper. the Leicester Mercury, 13because I was so occupied with my university work and 
I was afraid of losing touch with my research in Leicester. The Leicester Mercury arrived at 
my house only five days after going to press. so I simply could not forget about Leicester! 
Xeedless to say, subscribing to the Leicester Mercury and reading it regularly was an 
essential part of my research, and it gave me inexhaustible amounts of data and information. 
I subscribed to the Leicester Mercury in Japan for over ten years. 
In order to find editions of the paper which were published before I started to subscribe 
I used several research locations, including the Scarman Centre for Criminology at the 
University of Leicester, the Record Office for Leicestershire, Leicester and Rutland in 
Wigston Magna, the Leicester Central Library, and the Library at the Leicester Mercury, 
and perso叫 collections.At the Scarman Centre, I found the Valerie Marett Collection, 
unsorted. in a number of cardboard boxes. It included a number of issues of the Leicester 
Mercury. Fortunately. the administrative staff allowed me to take them out for research, 
several boxes at a time. I am certain such a practice would not be allowed today. That 
meant that I made a lot of photocopies at the Centre for Urban History. This collection, I 
believe, has many interesting pieces. 
It was also of great value to be able to use the library in the Leicester Mercury for an 
extended period of time. It classifies'articles・ by theme, and, again. I was allowed to make 
photocopies of materials, held in great volumes. free of charge. I was able to quote a number 
of these articles in the'Memory and Narrative Series・. with the permission of the editor. On 
the 26th of July in 2004. they featured a full-page article about me.14 The title of the feature 
was'We're big in Japan! (Well, at least a litle part of it)'. I am very grateful to the then 
editor of the paper. Mr Nick Carter, and also to Mr Steve England. who was in charge of 
the library. 
I have interviewed a number of people who have featured in the paper over the years. 
As I mentioned earlier, I started to interview people towards the end of my sabbatical. 
Through my experience at Leicester Royal Infirmary, I obtained four interviews. After that. 
I started to return to Leicester two or three times a year, and conducted approximately 
eight hundreds interviews with people from a wide range of ethnic and faith groups. 
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Through these interviews. I was able to hear the kind of stories which you rarely find in a 
local paper or in published documents. and I am very grateful to al the interviewees in this 
respect. 
I. The Memory and Narrative Series (Part One: Nos.1-9 and Part 
Two: No.l) 
1. Why and how I have begun to publish the'Memory and Narrative Series' 
In 2010, about ten years after I started my Leicester research, I began to think that I 
should return something of my work to the people of Britain, and in particular, to the people 
of Leicester. to whom I owe so much. I also thought that publishing my work would assist 
Japan as it looked towards the future -perhaps encouraging people to learn from Britain's 
present social framework and how it came about. Moreover. I thought that my work might 
help Britain and Leicester think about their own multicultural futures. A further reason I 
wanted to publish is that. although there are interview archives in public record offices and 
libraries. it is dificult to access them. I imagined that if documents were preserved in the 
form of booklets. they would be much easier for the public to obtain. For these reasons, I 
decided to publish the results of my interviews in what I called the'Memory and Narrative 
Series', with the help of many people in Britain and Japan and beyond. 
I felt the most practical way to do this was to establish an institute within a research 
unit at my university with the help and support of my colleagues, rather than to publish as 
an individual. So I established the'Research Centre for the History of Religious and Cultural 
Diversity'at Meiji University in October 2010. This is where I started to publish the 
booklets. 
So far, I have published ten booklets. each of which illustrates a unique individual life 
story. Out of ten booklets. only one (Part Two: No.l) features an individual from outside 
Leicester (he lives in Coventry). The people represented in the texts have included an 
African-Caribbean woman. a Jewish woman. a Sikh woman, a Sikh artist and his wife. a 
Muslim businessman who came from Uganda in 1972, the son of a Black American GI father 
and a Welsh mother, a Latvian man and his wife, a Gujarati Hindu who arrived in Britain 
via Kenya, an Indian Classical Dancer. and a Hindu from the Punjab currently living in 
Coventry.15 
As I have already mentioned above, I have published a total of ten booklets in around 
eight years. I have to admit that they have taken far more time and work to publish than I 
initialy expected. For example, I first met Mr Ozolins, the Latvian man, on 8th August 2004, 
and it took me around ten years to publish his booklet.16 
2. The series format, and an example of a personal narrative (extracts from 
Part One: No.I) 17 
(1) The series format 
The structure of the booklets in the series. generally speaking. is that the first half of 
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the volume starts with an introduction by myself. and continutes with the life story of the 
person being profiled. The narrative is based on interviews which I conducted with each 
participant. The second half consists of appendices containing photographs. maps, 
documents. press clippings (for instance. extracts from the Leicester Mercury), and a 
bibliography. As an example. I will summarize the contents of the first booklet, which tels 
the story of Mrs. Elvy Morton. 
Elvy Morton was born in 1935 on the small island of Nevis in the Caribbean. and she 
travelled to Britain to train as a nurse in 1958. Her narrative shows how she persisted in 
her determination to build herself a life in the UK despite the racial hostility she 
experienced. As well as recounting her own life story. she explains how the Leicester 
Caribbean Carnival was founded in 1985. She worked as Chair of the Carnival for eighteen 
years. which included one year of preparation for the initial festival. She resigned from the 
post in 2001 in order to care for her sick husband. 
Contents 
The first half consists of: 
Acknowledgements 
A Foreword (I asked Mrs. Cynthia Brown. former Project Manager of the East 
Midlands Oral History Archive at the University of Leicester, to write this.) 
Introduction 
A Summary of Mrs. Morton's Life Story (I compiled the summary once the draft of 
the life story was completed.). 
A Message by Mrs. Elvy Morton (In other booklets, the message is inserted at the 
end of the booklet, but for this one. it was placed earlier in the volume due to issues 
of space.) 
[The] Life Story of Mrs. Elvy Morton (I edited the transcript of the interview. 
retaining the first person and the chronological ordering to make the story flow. 
and then sent it to Elvy herself to read and amend or correct. I also added notes.) 
The second half (IV. Appendices) consists of: 
Appendix 1: The African-Caribbean Centre, Leicester (These are mainly photographs 
of the inside of the Centre. I took al the pictures with the permission of Leicester 
City Council.) 
Appendix 2: Leicester Caribbean Carnival (This section contains Carnival brochures. 
Elvy・s comments on the Carnival. Elvy's Caribbean recipes. the Carnival route. a 
map of Victoria Park (2000). and a snapshot of the Caribbean Carnival. I obtained 
permission to use the illustrations from the Chair of the Steering Committee.) 
Appendix 3: 1981 Riots in Leicester (Extracts from the Leicester Mercury) (The 
Brixton and Toxteth riots of 1981 spread to Leicester. These articles from the 
Leicester Mercury shows how the paper reported them.) 
Appendix 4: Mrs. Morton's Prayer and Reflection (Elvy was a member of SHEBA 
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[Sisters Helping to Empower Black People to Achieve]. The passage featured in 
Appendix 4 appeared in a leaflet called Quiet Moments.) 
Appendix 5: Mrs. Morton's Speech on International Woman's Day (Elvy made a 
speech at International Woman's Day-8th March-in 2003. She found a hand-
written draft and presented it to me to include in her booklet. It contains 
information on her life that does not feature in the main narrative. and shows a 
different side to her.) 
Appendix 6: Photo memories of Mrs. Elvy Morton (These are photographs of Elvy 
and her husband and parents. as well as various events, the 11ethodist Church she 
attends. and a restaurant called'D'Bess: Caribbean Cuisine', which her son formerly 
ran. Elvy provided most of the photographs, and I took the remainder.) 
Appendix 7: Maps of St Kitts and Nevis in the Caribbean Islands, and of Leicester 
in the UK (Elvy was born on Nevis, and her husband was born on St Kitts.) 
Appendix 8: Select bibliography and websites (This is a list of resources on the 
Leicester African-Caribbean community.) 
This completes the contents of the booklet. 
Thus. I included a foreword. an introduction, a message. notes. photographs, brochures. 
newspaper articles, maps and I also presented a select bibliography and list of websites for 
the convenience of the readers. In some of the other booklets. I included the short life 
stories of the spouses of the main interviewees (Nos. 4, 7 and 9), and of two former pupils 
in the case of the Indian Dance teacher (~o. 9). I believe that these narratives enhance the 
main narrative. I also asked Mr Ozolins to read two narratives that had already been 
published, and he added his reflections on these to his own life story (No. 7). I did this 
because I hope that rather than each booklet being an isolated work in itself, the 
participants would increasingly interact together as more volumes were published, and that 
in doing so much would be revealed about the nature of biographical narrative. Throughout 
the series, the contents have followed a common format. but they are individually devised 
and therefore differ slightly from one another, depending on the editing circumstances and 
the process of publishing. I am pleased to say that Cynthia Brown has called this an 
imaginative approach'. , l8
(2) An example of a personal narrative (extracts from Part One: No.l) 
The Life Story of Mrs Elvy Morton covers a wide and varied range of topics, but here I 
would like to highlight three topics in particular. 
A. Elvy's experience working at a hospital 
The first of these three extracts concerns Elvy's experiences in the hospital where she 
worked: 
We were treated horribly in the hospital. We were told to take our black hands of 
them. There was nobody you could complain to because they didn"t understand. The 
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sisters and the matron were al white and didn't understand when you were being 
insulted and you felt as if you were nobody… When we came they wanted to know if 
we lived in trees back in Africa -whether we lived in trees, whether we had a tail. 
They would come up to you and do that to see if it rubs of -to see if your skin. would 
rub off.'Does your skin come [of] on your hands?'and things like that. which was sily. 
[We suffered from racial harassment] from the patients. Most of them at that time 
were war wounded -back from the war.19 
There were nurses from Ireland. I made friends with them. [I had] a lot of good friends 
from the white immigrants -Irish people and Polish people... With the white people[... ] 
you only knew them [ where they were from] when you heard them speak, you know. 
You could tel by their accents who they were. You could tel they weren't English.20 
B. Elvy's experiences in Nevis, and Black history 
The second quotation concerns Elvy's experience in Nevis, and the absence of education 
about Black history: 
We didn't do black history there [in Nevis]. We learned just about the vague idea of 
slavery-coming from Africa to the Caribbean, to America -and that was it. It wasn't 
an in-depth history of our background -who we are, where we came from, that sort of 
thing. There was nothing like that. We were actually taught to sing'Rule Britannia, 
Britannia rules the waves, Britons never will be slaves・. I remember singing that at 
school. When we came here we really understood. What were we singing? Were we 
singing'Britain wil never be slaves・ when we were slaves? It was very contradictory. 
but we had to go in-depth and learn our own history.21 
C. Riots in 1981 and the Leicester Caribbean Carnival 
The third extract describes about the relationship between the riots in 1981 and the 
genesis of the Leicester Caribbean Carnival. },1rs. Morton's story takes a different point of 
view from that taken by the Leicester Mercury in 1981.22 
The environment began to change gradually after 1981. They had a lot of riots in 1981. 
and therefore things began to gradually change. Our children were not getting on in 
school -they were falling behind. The way we were brought up was totally different 
here to where we came from, and the children -we put a lot of trust in the teachers 
when we came here. not knowing that some of the teachers were racist… [The word 
racist] didn't come into our vocabulary. So we put a lot of trust in the teachers, and 
then found that the children's education was no good here. Firstly, when the children 
came home and complained about how they had been treated at school, we didn't take 
any notice of the children because we trusted the teachers. Secondly, the children were 
not taught anything about their own history. Even then, we didn't know much about 
what was happening in school. and we had to find out. So when the 1981 riots 
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happened, then we began to wake up and realise what was happening to our children. 
We. as older people. could take the rebukes and the discrimination, but we were not 
going to accept it for our children. so we had to do something.23 
The narrative that emerges from the interviews makes it possible to understand the 
key problems Elvy faced and her route through life. We see one individual's perspective on 
the world through that story. 
In the Life Story series. it was my intention to preserve the'story-telling'style of the 
interviewee as faithfully as possible. even when their opinions differed from mine. and I 
rejected the'dialogue'style of interview for a first-person approach. Mrs. Cynthia Brown 
has commented that'this gives each life story a strength and immediacy that would be 
somewhat lost if extracts were simply selected to support an author's own interpretations of 
historical sources・. • 24 
(3) Th e unique relationship between interviewer and interviewee 
In the Leicester context. my style of interviewing has enabled a unique relationship 
between interviewer and interviewee. The majority of interviewers (including volunteers) 
who work on editing and publishing their own community history with grants from 
foundations in Leicester are'insiders'who live in the city. Their interviewees are. likewise. 
'insiders'. In my case, although the interviewees belong to a number of different communities 
as'insiders', the interviewer/editor is an'outsider・-a Japanese researcher resident in Japan. 
I am only temporarily in their community. This creates a unique relationship between 
interviewer and interviewee, which makes the process differ from that involving an'insider' 
working on his or her own community history. 
Thus. I conduct interviews in a foreign country, and my subjects al have a different 
culture. faith. place of living, and life experience to mine. Moreover, I.'listen'in a language 
which is not my native tongue. Consequently, there is always a'boundary or dividing line' 
between the interviewer and interviewee, and while this could become an obstacle when it 
comes to editing and publishing the interviews. at the same time. I can achieve a different 
view of the world of my interviewees from that available to an'insider'. Certain facts and 
ideas have been related to me that would not have been so easily shared with'local' 
interviewers. 
The content, or'story-telling'aspect of the interview is one thing, but what kinds of 
topic the interviewee feels able to talk about depends largely on the relationship with the 
interviewer, as well as his/her memories and their accumulated life experiences. I am an 
'outsider・ performing a difficult job with very limited opportunities and time. 
98 
The Multi-Ethnic City of Leicester: Reflecting on the Memory and Narrative Series 
Conclusion 
In conclusion. I will briefly mention future topics for research. All the published 
volumes of the'Memory and Narrative Series・ have been donated to the University -of 
Leicester Library, De Montfort University Library and other academic institutions, as well 
as to sixteen local libraries in Leicester. I have also presented some of them to individual 
Leicester residents. such as the Bishop of Leicester, the Lord Mayor, the City Mayor, 
various city councillors and city officers. as well as scholars and lecturers in universities, 
teachers in primary and secondary schools. and my friends in Leicester. The recipients of 
the books, the interviewees, and various organisations have given me wide and varied 
feedback on the books. Their friendly critiques and encouraging comments have been 
invaluable in giving me enormous energy to keep going with this project and with 
publishing the booklets. 
I have a parallel project, telling my own story -about how I created each booklet and 
the series, as well as what kind of feedback and comments I have received from readers 
regarding each booklet. together with my responses. I am doing this because I believe an 
interviewer should not be a'shadowy'presence, like a stagehand dressed in black, but 
rather an active presence who acknowledges that he or she inevitably has an in:fluence over 
the interviewee's'story'. An interviewer's behaviour in choosing questions, his or her way of 
asking questions. their way of listening to answers. and responding to them, has an 
unavoidable in:fluence on the shape the narrative takes. By adding this chapter to the series. 
I believe that the value of this series will be improved.25 
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Appendix 1: A Summary of the Memory and Narrative Series 
(Part One: N os.1-9 and Part Two: N o.l) 
Edited and written by Kiyotaka Sato 
(Research Centre for the History of Religious and Cultural Diversity, Meiji University, 
Tokyo. 2010-2016) 
(The series can be obtained from Tosui Shobo. Publishers & Co. Tokyo) 
Memory and Narrative Series (Part One: Nos.l-9) 
This series of biographical studies is a project directed by Kiyotaka Sato. Professor of 
European History in the School of Arts and Letters at :Vleiji University in Tokyo. The 
purpose of the project is to enable members of Britain's many ethnic minority communities 
to record and preserve their memories and life experiences, as well as to reflect on their 
ethnic traditions. The series was created with the intention that future generations would 
have access to this rich body of information. 
No.I: Mrs. Elvy Morton 
The first booklet is the Life Story of Mrs Elvy Morton: First Chair of the Leicester 
African-Caribbean Carnival (2010). ~rs Morton was born in 1935 on the small island of 
~evis in the Caribbean, and she travelled to Britain to train as a nurse in 1958. Her 
narrative shows how she persisted in her determination to build herself a life in Britain 
despite the racial hostility she experienced. J¥s well as recounting her own life story. she 
explains how the Leicester Caribbean Carnival festival was founded in 1985. 
Foreword: Mrs. Cynthia Brown. former Project Manager of the East Midlands Oral 
History Archive (EMOHJ¥). University of Leicester. 
(ISBN 978-4-88708-901-3 C3322, B5. 96pp, ilus.) 
No.2: Mrs. Claire Wintram 
Mrs. Claire Wintram. whose life story is the subject of the second booklet. Life Story of 
ivlrs Claire Wintram: A Jewish Woman and Her Identity (2011). was born in 1949 in the 
East End of London. Mrs Wintram explains how her Jewish identity is founded in cultural 
practices rather than in the religion of Judaism itself. In particular. she shows how in:fluential 
parental teaching has been for children who did not experience the Holocaust at first hand. 
Through this. she gives us much food for thought. 
Foreword: Emeritus Professor Richard Bonney. University of Leicester. 
(ISBN 978-4-88708-902-0 C3322. B5. 78pp. ilus.) 
No.3: Mrs. Jasvir Kaur Chohan 
The third booklet is entitled Mrs Jasvir Kaur Chohan: Life Story of A Sikh Woman and 
Her Identity (2011). Mrs. Chohan was born in the Punjab region of India in 1954. and came 
to Britain in 1962 when she was eight years old. She speaks frankly of her life in the Punjab. 
her first impressions of Britain. her experiences of school and work, her extended family, 
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her arranged marriage, her relationship with her husband, their children's education, 
Sikhism. Sikh temples and Sikh festivals. as well as her own struggle to reconcile the 
conflicting demands of British and Punjabi culture. and the social changes she has 
witnessed. 
Foreword: Professor Eleanor Nesbitt. University of Warwick. 
(ISBN 978-4-88708-903-7 C3322, B5. 185pp, ilus.) 
No.4: Mr Sarup Singh & Mrs. Gurmit Kaur 
The fourth booklet details the life stories of a Sikh artist and his wife. Mr Sarup Singh 
came to Britain from the Punjab region of India in 1959 in order to study art. and intending 
to become a professional artist. He was around twenty years old. However. for a long time. 
painting was an activity which he was only able to pursue when he was not occupied with 
making a living through factory work. and he encountered hostility from members of the 
host society in the workplace. Despite these dificulties. he has been active in the cultural 
life of the Sikh community, throughout his time in Britain, and was instrumental in the 
opening of the first Sikh Museum in Europe, at the Guru Nanak Gurdwara (Sikh temple) in 
Leicester. Most of the paintings in the museum. which he donated, are his own work. In his 
narrative, he talks frankly about his strong desire to work for his family and his al-
consuming wish to be an artist. 
Sarup's wife, Mrs. Gurmit Kaur, was eighteen years old when she arrived in Britain in 
1965 to marry him. It was an arranged marriage. Her story is dominated by the complexities 
of negotiating the huge differences between life in India before marriage and life after 
marriage in Leicester. Although British society promoted very different values from the 
ones Gurmit had left behind in India. the traditions which she had been brought up with in 
her homeland of Punjab remained with her, and she had to adhere to customs such as the 
practice of arranged marriage and traditional notions of the husband-wife relationship. 
Despite feeling'burdened'by this inheritance. she has built herself a life in Britain. working 
in a factory, helping her husband financially. and bringing up her children. All these 
activities have given her a sense of pride and created valued memories. The title of this 
booklet is Mr Sarup Singh, MEE and Mrs Gurmit Kaur: Life Stories of A Sikh Artist and his 
Wife (2012). 
Foreword: Dr Pippa Virdee, Senior Lecturer. De Montfort University. 
(ISBN 978-4-88708-904-4 C3322, B5, l 79pp. ilus.) 
No.5: Mr Jaffer Kapasi 
The fifth booklet is entitled Life Story of Mr Jasffer Kapasi, OBE: Muslim Businessman 
in Leicester, and the Ugandan Expulsion in 1972'(2012). As the title suggests. this volume 
describes the experiences of an Indian Muslim businessman who was obliged to leave 
Uganda following the implementation of President Idi Amin's expulsion policy of 1972. 
Although Jaffer was born in Uganda. his father originally came from the Gujarat region of 
India. However, because he held a British passport, he was eligible to migrate to theじnited
Kingdom. and subsequently settled in Leicester. The year 2012, when this booklet was 
published. marked the 40th anniversary of the Ugandan expulsion. and there were a number 
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of events to commemorate this. 
Foreword: Mr Asaf Hussain, Chair of the Society for Intercultural Understanding and: 
former part-time lecturer, University of Leicester. 
(ISB:-;-978-4-88708-905-l C3322. B5.192pp. ilus.) 
No.6: Mr Terry Harrison 
The sixth booklet is the life story of Mr Terry Harrison, who was born in 1944, the son 
of a white Welsh woman and a Black American GI stationed in Britain during the Second 
World War. He was born in a small village not far from Leicester, and brought up there 
along with a twin sister. He left school at the age of fifteen to work in a factory, and then 
joined first the Royal Marines and later the Police. Later, he settled into a career with 
Leicester City Council. On the one hand, his life is a success story: however, as a person of 
mixed heritage. he has been subjected to a great deal of discrimination. After his retirement, 
Terry began to search for his biological father, who, it emerged, had died around two 
months before he was born. He reveals what he discovered during this quest in his 
narrative. The title of this booklet is Life Story of Mr Terry Harrison, MEE: His Identity as 
a Person of Mixed Heritage (2013). 
Foreword: Mr Colin・ Hyde, Researcher and outreach officer at the East Midlands Oral 
History Archive (EMO HA), University of Leicester. 
(ISBN 978-4-88708-906-8 C3322, B5, 16lpp, ilus.) 
No.7: Mr Andrejs Ozolins & Mrs. Dulcie Ozolins 
The Life Story of Mr Andrejs Ozolins, a Latvian, and His Wife Mrs. Dulcie Ozolins 
(2014). is the seventh booklet. Mr Ozolins was born in 1935 in Latvia. one of the three Baltic 
states which experienced occupation by both Soviet and Kazi regimes during the Second 
World War. After the war, . ¥ndrejs spent a period in a refugee camp in western Germany, 
and eventually migrated to Britain in 1948. In Britain, he continued his academic studies 
while working ful time, and in 1970 he became a lecturer in mathematics at the then 
Leicester Polytechnic (now De Montfort University). In 1958, he married Dulcie, and they 
had two daughters. Dulcie was born in 1936 to a family of bakers in the Cotswold Hils in 
the West of England. She was originally a teacher by profession. Mr and Mrs. Ozolins and 
their daughters have been active members of the Latvian community in Britain for many 
years. 
Foreword: Dr. ~argaret Bonney, former Chief Archivist, Record Office for 
Leicestershire, Leicester & Rutland. 
(ISBN 978-4-88708-907-5 C3322, B5, 236pp, ilus.) 
No.8: Mr Ramanbhai Barber 
The eighth booklet is the life story of Mr Ramanbhai Barber, ah adherent of the Hindu 
faith who was born in British India in 1945, at the close of the Second World War. 
Ramanbhai moved to Kenya in East Africa when he was eight years old, then migrated to 
Britain when he was nineteen. He has lived in Leicester now for over fifty years. During 
that time, he has contributed greatly to fostering a strong sense of community among the 
Hindu population of the city. His life story gives a particularly important insight into the 
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history of India, Kenya and Britain in the aftermath of the Second World War. The title of 
this booklet is The Life Story of Mr Ramanbhai Barber, MBE,DL: The President of the 
Shree Sanatan Mandir in Leicester (2015). 
Foreword: Emeritus Professor Werner Menski, School of Oriental and African Studies 
(SOAS). University of London. 
(ISBN 978-4-88708-908-2 C3322, B5. 234pp, ilus.) 
No.9: Mrs. Nilima Devi 
The ninth booklet is the life story of Nilima Devi. who was born in 1953 in Gujarat 
State. India. In 1980 Nilima migrated to England and settled permanently in Leicester. Since 
then, in her role both as a dancer and animateur. she has contributed greatly over the past 
thirty years to the development of Indian classical dance in Britain and throughout the 
wider Indian Diaspora. The title of this booklet is The Life Story of Mrs. Nilima Devi, MEE: 
An Indian Classical Dancer in Leicester (2016). 
Foreword: Mr Christopher Maughan, former Principal Lecturer and Research Fellow. 
De Montfort University. 
(ISBN 978-4-88708-909-9 C3322, B5, 202pp, ilus.) 
Memory and Narrative Series (Part Two: No.I) 
The publication of a second Memory and Narrative Series has now begun. Series Two 
has a similar purpose to the Series One: to enable the UK's many and various ethnic 
minority communities and indigenous groups to record and preserve their memories. life 
experiences and traditions. and to ensure access to this rich inheritance for present and 
future generations. However. it features a different group of people. and the method of 
editing differs markedly from Series One. Series One presented the life stories of people 
living in. or closely linked with. the city of Leicester. The new series mainly features people 
who live outside of Leicester (some of them overseas). although it also includes some 
biographies by a number of individuals from Leicester itself. 
No.I: Mr Ram Krishan (Prashar) 
The first booklet of the second Memory and Narrative Series is the life story of a Hindu 
man who arrived in Britain from the Punjab Region of India at the age of twenty-three, in 
1954. He has lived in the city of Coventry for many years. As well as discussing his 
experiences in Britain, Mr Krishan recalls the Second World War. which took place when he 
was stil in India. as well as Indian Independence and the partitioning of India and Pakistan 
in 1947. The title of this booklet is The Life Story of Mr Ram Krishan (Prashar): A Hindu 
in Coventry from Punjab, India (2016). 
Foreword: Dr Pippa Virdee. Senior Lecturer. De Montfort University. 
(ISB:-" 978-4-88708-910-5 C3322, B5. 144pp, ilus.) 
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Appendix 2: The Memory and Narrative Series 
(Part One: Nos. 1-9 and Part Two: No.l) 
-・,-、~”~‘9--9----— ` ．． 
.' 
ur.紐町dill"Eり'-
r ... 
.,.，，'"’’'-“"凸”“m』
"＇‘'-“●9‘“*＊ ‘細、0• ...，疇一..匹ー04口nャ... 
． ャ •-~m．一ヽ“~-~◄ー・ー
--••一』ー...-•一一ヽ一
“ぷはなtram
＂屯虫っヽ綸•-喰い ,-.. ,111Y.1M
nr, 4輪··~, ．, ＿ 9 ●’ 
- · •-:..~ -- -
｀り轟•-、. ....99 ●_口
鼻ー•r j ↓-- -
- - -;.,-;::_~--
107 
-·-- •~-•一..”．▲ゑヽー~- 
“”―`-『n. ‘^““••一“~“"O
....-• ‘”匹● u,．贔• 一
.• "ら“9.:;..｀-
--•~—- ----
一99 -
．ヽu＊一“.--ム-m l△-“'細9,'
---•n ,— 
• . -• ~ ＿ ィ▲ • ・一 ~ 一
------•--
Kiyotaka Sato 
Appendix 3: A Map of the Multi-Ethnic City of Leicester in the UK 
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Appendix 4: Photo Memories of Multi-Ethnic City of Leicester 。
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Looking towards Belgrave Road The Belgrave Neighbourhood Centre with 
Diwali lights. 
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Belgrave Road's Diwali lghts. 
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The Mahatma Gandhi Memorial. 
0 
The Shree Sanatan Mandir building (a Hindu 
temple) near Belgrave Road. 
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0 l 0 
Eid Mubarak (Eid Greetings), StStephen's Road, Masjid Umar (a mosque), inthe Evington area 
Highfields district. near the Highfields district. 
。
Leicester Central Mosque, Conduit Street, near 
Leicester Railway Station, Highfields district. 
Vaisakhi Greetings -the Vaisakhi lights on 
East Park Road, Highfields district. There is a 
gurdwara (Sikh temple) in the background 
Front section of the Vaisakhi procession with 
the Five Beloved (Panj Piare), holding the Sikh 
Saffron flags up. They are walking in front of 
the lorry where the Holy Scripture (Guru 
Granth Sahib) isto be placed. 
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G' 
Leicester Caribbean Carnival Queen (2001) with 
the Leicester Caribbean Carnival procession. 
Colourful spectacle of the Leicester Caribbean 
Carnival. 
African Caribbean Centre, Maidstone Road, 
near the Leicester Central Mosque. 
Masks in the play room for children in the Caribbean flags in a hall of the African 
African Caribbean Centre. Caribbean Centre. 
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Kiyotaka Sato 
［要旨】
多民族都市レスター
『記憶と語りシリーズ』を振り返って一
佐藤清隆
イングランド中部に位置する地方都市レスターは，イギリスの代表的な多民族都市のひとつ
としてよく知られている。 2011年の国勢調査によると， レスター人口は約33万人である。エ
スニシティでは，エスニック・マイノリティ（非ホワイト）は全人口の46.1パーセントで，
ブリティッシュ・ホワイト（英国居住のホワイトで，移民を除く）の45.1パーセントを超え
ている。他方，宗教では， ヒンドゥー， イスラーム教徒， シクの合計が38.2パーセントで，
キリスト教徒の32.4パーセントを凌駕しているc また．無宗教の割合も 23パーセントと 2001
年の国勢調査の時よりも増え「無宗教化」が進んでいる。こうしたレスターの変化は，近年
に始まったものではない。それは第二次世界大戦から現在までの 70年以上におよぶ変化の
流れ．すなわち「ホワイト社会」から「多民族・多宗教社会」への変容過程の一部である。そ
して， この都市では．すでに 1970年代後半から多文化主義政策が導入され． 1986年にはさま
ざまな宗教を束ねる市当局傘下の「レスター多宗教協議会」も発足している。
筆者は． 2001年の在外研究以来，こうした多民族都市レスターに足を運び，第二次世界大
戦終了時から現在までのこの都市の歴史と文化について調査・研究を進めてきている。そして，
10年後の2010年には他の研究者たちの協力を得て．明治大学特定課題研究ユニット「多宗教・
多文化の歴史研究所」を立ち上げ．そのプロジェクトのひとつとして． レスター在住の個人の
ライフ・ストーリーを中心に編集した『記憶と語りシリーズ」の刊行を開始し，現在すでに
10冊を出版するに至っている。幸い，これらの刊行物に対しても，読者から大変有益な多く
の質問やコメントが寄せられている。
こうした状況にあって，本シリーズの理解をより深めてもらうために，本稿では，まず最初
に筆者がどのような理由で多民族レスターの調査や研究を始めたのか，そしてそのリサーチを
どのように進めてきたのかを述べる。続いて， どうして『記憶と語りシリーズ」の刊行を開始
したのかを説明し，その後で，本シリーズのフォーマットの概観や内容の一部を紹介する。そ
して，最後に，今後の研究について簡単に触れる。なお，このプロジェクトに寄せられた質問
やコメントに対しては近い将来，別な機会に応えていきたい。
キーワード：レスター，多民族都市，『記憶と語りシリーズJ.パーソナル・ナラテイヴ．ライ
フ・ストーリー，エスニシティ，宗教
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